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— — == Qyid femina pofft. Virc, 


ees 9 N a vilit which I paid the other day to a 
lady of great fenfe and tafte, I was agreeably 
me furprifed by having two little volumes put 
D into my hands, which have been lately pub- 
lifhed under the title of «« POEMS by 
“EMINENT LADIES.” Thefe volumes are, 
indeed, (as the author of the preface has remarked) “* the 
* moft folid compliment, that can poffibly be paid to the 
“ fair fex.’’ I never imagined, that our nation could boaft 
fo many excellent Poeteffes, (whofe works are an honour to 
their country) as I found are here collected together: And it 
is with the higheft fatisfaction I can aflure my female readers 
in particular, that I have found a great number of very ele- 
gant pieces among the writings of thefe ladies, which cannot 
be furpaffed by the moft celebrated of our male-writers, 
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Tue pleafure, which I received from reading thefe 
poems, made fuch an impreffion on my mind, that at night, 
as foon as I fell afleep, my fancy prefented to me the fol- 
lowing Dream. I was tranfported, I know not how, to 
the regions of Parnaffus ; and found myfelf in the Court of 
Apollo, farrounded by a great number of our moft eminent 
poets. A caufe of the utmoftimportance was.then depend- 
ing; and the debate was, whether the ladies, who had dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in poetry, fhould be alfowed to hold 
the fame rank, and have the fame honours paid them, with 
the men. As the moderns were not allowed to plead in 
their own fuit, Swvenal was retained on the fide of the male 
poets, and Sappho pleaded in defence of the other fex. The 
Roman fatirift in his fpeech at the bar inveighed bitterly 
‘againft women in general, and particularly exclaimed againft 
their dabbling in literature: but when Sappho came to fet 
forth the pretenfions, which ‘the ladies juftly had to poetry, 
and efpecially in love affairs, Apollo could no longer refit 
the importunity of the Mu/es in favour of their own fex. 
He therefore ‘decreed, that all thofe females, who thought 
themfelves able, to manage Pegafus, fhould immediately thew 
their {kill and dexterity in riding him. 


Pecasus was accordingly brought out of the ftable, and 
the Mufes furnifhed him with a fide-faddle, All the ladies, 
who had courage enough to venture on his back, were pre- 
pared to mount: but as a great difpute arofe among fome 
of the competitors about precedency, (each of them claim- 
inga right to ride firft,) it was at length agreed, that they 


fhould get into the faddle according to feniority. 


Upon this a lady advanced ; who, though fhe had fome- 


thing rather extravagant in her air and deportment, yet fhe 


had 
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had a noble prefence, that commanded at once our awe and 
admiration. She was dreffed in an old-fathioned habit, very 
fantaftic, and trimmed with bugles and points; fuch as was 
worn in the times of King Charles the firft.. ‘This lady, 
I was informed, was the Dutchefs of Newcastiet. When 
fhe came to mount, fhe fprung into the faddle with fur- 
prifing agility ; and, giving am entire loofe to,the reins, Pe- 
gafus directly fet up a gallop, and run away with her quite 
out of our fight. However, it was acknowledged, that 
fhe kepta firm feat, even when the horfe went at his deep- 
eft rate ; and that - fhe wanted nothing but to ride with.a 
curb-bridle, When fhe came to difmount, Shake/peere and 
Milton very kindly offered their hand to help her down, 
which fhe accepted. Then Euterpe came up'to her witha 
finile, and begged her to repeat thofe beautiful lines againft 
Melancholy, which (fhe faid) were fo extremely pictu- 
refque. The Dutchefs, with a-moft pleafing air, imme- 
diately began 





* Dull Melancholy 
She'll make you ftart at ev’ry noife you hear, 





And vifions ftrange fhall to your eyes appear. 

Her voice is low, and gives an hollow found ; 

She hates the light, and is in darknefs found ; 

Or fits by blinking lamps, or tapers {mall, 

Which various thadows make again{ft the wall: 

She loves nought elfe, but noife which difcord makes ; 
As croaking frogs, whofe dwelling is in lakes ; 

The raven hoarfe, the mandrake’s hollow groan, 

And fhrieking owls, that fly i’th ’night alone; 


* See Poems by Eminent Ladies. Vol, Il. Page 200. 
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The tolling bell, which for the dead rings out ; 
A mill, where ruthing waters run about. 

She loves to walk in the ftill moon-fhine night, 
And in a thick dark grove fhe takes delight : 

In hollow caves, thatch’d houfes, and low cells, 
She loves to live, and there alone fhe dwells. 
There leave her to herfelf alone to dwell, 

While you and I in mirth and pleafure fwell. 


All the while that thefe lines were repeating, Milton feem- 
ed very much chagrined ; and it was whifpered by fome, 
that he was obliged for many of the thoughts in his 
L’ Allegro and I] Penferofo to this lady’s * Dialogue between 
Mirth and Melancholy, 


Tue Celebrated Orrnpa, Mrs. KATHERINE Puitips, 
was next placed in the faddle, amid the fhouts and applaufes 
of the lords Rofcommon and Orrery, Cowley, and other fa- 
mous wits of her time. Her drefs was fimple, though of 
a very elegant make: it had no profufe ornaments, and 
approached very nearly to the cut and fafhion of the prefent 
age. ‘Though fhe never ventured beyond a canter or an 
hand-gallop, fhe made Pegafus do his paces with fo much 
eafe and exaCtnefs, that Waller owned he could never bring 
him under fo much command. After her Mrs. Kitir- 
GREW, affifted by Dryden, and feveral other ladies of that 
age took their turns to ride: and every one agreed, that 
(making fome allowances for their fex) they could not be 
excelled by the moft experienced riders among the men. 


* See Vol. II. page 199, N.B, This lady wrote before AZi:ton. 


A BOLD 








No. 69. The CONNOISSEUR. 413 


’ A Boip mafculine figure now pufhed forward in a thin, 
airy, gay habit, which hung fo loofe about her, that fhe ap- 
peared to be half undreft. When fhe came up to Pega/us, 
fhe clapped her hand upon the fide-faddle, and witha fpring 
leaped acrofs it, faying that fhe would never ride him but 
aftride. She made the poor beaft frifk, and caper, and 
curvet, and play a thoufand tricks; while fhe herfelf was 
quite unconcerned, though fhe fhewed her legs at every 
motion of the horfe, and many of the Mu/es turned their 
heads afide blufhing. Thala, indeed, was a good deal 
pleafed with her frolicks; and Erato declared, that next to 
her favourite Sappho fhe fhould always prefer this lady. 
Upon enquiring her name I found her to be the free-fpirited 
Mrs. Benn. When fhe was to difmount, Lord Rochefer 
came up, and caught her in his arms; and repeating part 
of her * Ode to Defre, 


— — — — Toa myrtle bower 


He led ber nothing lth — — — Mitton, 


I HAD now the pleafure to fee many ladies of our own 
times, whofe names I was very well acquainted with, ad- 
vance towards Pegafus. Among the reft I could not but 
wonder at the aftonifhing dexterity, with which the admired 
Mrs Lrapor of Brackley guided the horfe, though fhe had 
not the leaft dire¢tion or affiftance from any body. Mrs, 
Barser of Ireland was affifted in getting upon the faddle 
by Swift himfelf, who even condefcended to hold the ftirrup 
while fhe mounted. Under the Dean’s direction fhe made 
the horfe to pace and amble very prettily : notwithftanding 


* Poems by Eminent Ladies. Vol. 1. Page 167. 
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which fome declared, that fhe was not equal to her friend 
and country-woman Mrs, GRIERSON. 


ANOTHER lady, a native of the fame kingdom, then 
brifkly ftepped up to Pega/us ; and defpifing the weak efforts 
of her hufband to prevent her, fhe boldly jumped into the 
faddle, and whipping and cutting rode away furioufly helter 
fkelter over hedge and ditch, and trampled on every body 
who came in her road. She took particular delight in driving 
the poor horfe, who kicked and winced all the while, into 
the moft filthy places ; where fhe made him fling about the 
dirt and mire, with which the befpattered almoft every one 
that came near her. Sometimes, however, fhe would put 
a ftop to this mad career; and then fhe p'ainly convinced 
us, that the knew as well how to manage Pega/us as any of 
the females, who had tried before her. Being told that 
this lady was no other than the celebrated biographer of her 
own actions Mrs, PirkincTon, I had the curiofity to 
take a nearer view of her; when ftepping up towards her, 
and offering my affiftance to help her down, methought fhe 
returned my civility with fuch an uncourteous flap on the 
face, that (though I awaked at the inftant) I could not 

help fancying for fome time, that I felt my cheek tingle 
with the blow. 


W 


lor R.BALDWLN, at the Roe in Pater-nefir Row; where 








